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Big Brothers Big Sisters of Metropolitan
Detroit (BBBSMD) is looking for 40
male mentors to “Get in the Game!”

Imagine being able to change a young life
by doing what you already love to do...
enjoy sports! BBBSMD's Sports Buddies
program was created in response to the
many boys waiting to be matched with a
Big Brother, and the need for more male
mentors. Sports Buddies provides oppor-
tunities for adule men to build lasting
friendships and good character in youth,
through sports and recreational activities.
The Sports Buddies concept is simple:
Volunteer “Big Brothers” are asked to
meet two times a month with their
“Little Brothers” to play a sport and/or
watch a sport. Participatory activities
can include but are not limited to flag
football, softhall, kickball, fishing, bowl-
ing, soccer, volleyball, golf, basketball or
local college level sports clinics and
camps. Spectator activities can include
attending professional football, hockey,
basketball or baseball games. BBBSMD
makes it easy for Sports Buddies partici-
pants, because most of the activities are
pre-scheduled and free of charge.
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BBBSMD is asking our professional sports
community to become involved and join
us as we provide tickets, resources and
mentors to children/families who might
not otherwise have the opportunity to
attend a professional sporting event.

Think Detroit Pal has partnered with
BBBSMD to provide activities, sports
clinics, and the use of equipment. The
concept of the Sports Buddies program is
to help build character in youth through
sports, foster long lasting positive youth
and adult relationships, and promote
healthy physical activity and lifestyles.

Thanks to the generosity of The Hudson —
Webber Foundation, The Community
Foundation for Southwest Michigan,

the Arby's Foundation and Think Detroit/
PAL, BBBSMD is proud to offer a Sports
Buddy to children in need of a positive
role model.

If you have any questions or are interested
in being a part of our first round draft,
please contact Jason Brooks at,

brooksj@bbbsdetroit.org or 248-569-0600.

BBBSMD greatly appreciates The Detroit
Tigers donation of 40 tickets to several
baseball games to accommodate, all Sports
Buddies' participants.

On July 8, 2008, BBBSMD had an on-
the-field celebration at Comerica Park
with the Detroit Tigers. It was a “BIG”
night at the ballpark when BBBSMD and

Sports Buddies hit the field!
To strengthen children
in need through one-to-one
relationships with
voluntegr mentors




BBBSMD volunteers, staff and Board of Directors are excited
about the success we have achieved during the beginning of
2008. But where do we go from here? We are very clear
that today’s youth are experiencing serious challenges, some
are not achieving their academic potential and many will not
realize the brighter futures to which they should be entitled.
The reality is that more children are in need of positive role
models, a trusted friend, or a caring adult in their lives.

Nationally and locally, we have implemented a call-to-action
crusade to change the way our children grow up in America
through a “Campaign for Men" and our successful “100
Mentors in 100 Days Campaign.”

Through a national partnership between BBBSA and
Comcast, during the months of August, September and
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There’s more to be done!

look out for these male-centered recruitment spots.
However, there's more to be done!

Mentoring remains a proven solution to the many issues
facing youth in our communities. A typical match between
a mentor and a child costs upward of $1,000. Contrast that
with the price tag to incarcerate a young person at $43,000
per year. We are making a sustainable difference in children’s
lives and ask for your continued financial support. Your tax-
deductible donation goes toward the training and support
services thar are crucial to sustaining a match which translates
to positive outcomes.

Remember, there's more to be done. Become involved
because the life you change may be your own!

October, our “Men In Need” ad will air in all Comcast cable%a ¢ 'm U

markets on male-targeted channels such as ESPN, ESPN2,
FX, CNN, USA, TBS, TNT, BET and Comedy Central.

Dara T. Munson

Fifty-five spots per week will be aired. Please stay tuned and ~ President & CEO

REAL Hero’s Dinner

Celebrates Mentoring with Top Docs

The May 2008 Heroes Dinner was a spectacular event held
at the Detroit Golf Club and BBBSMD was delighted to
have been graced with the presence of our Honorary Chair,
Dr. Melvin Murphy, Event Chairman, Dr. James Young and
Top Docs from the Metro Detroir area. The Heroes Dinner,
underwritten by Dr. Melvin Murphy and Hosted by John &
Mary Jane Bower, raised over $86,000 in two hours.

'nm event dxstmgmshed itself from typical

The testimonials were second to none which included Big
Brother, Tom Worford, and his Little Brother, Donquise and
Big Sister, Jennifer Smith and her Litcle Sister, Tasju. The
audience was deeply moved as each summarized that, “You
don’t have to change your life to change a child’s life.”

Dr. Melvin Murphy, on behalf of our board of directors, our
volunteers, our staff, and especially our children, thank you
for believing in our BBBSMD mission and our community!




Our -
BOWL FOR
OLYMPIC CHAMPIONS

The Bow! For Kids' Sake (BFKS) event held during the
spring, brought in a great bowler turnout and each

participant helped to raise over $240,000 in donations,
pledges and sponsorships. With more than 1500 enthusiastic
bowlers, BBBSMD is on track to bring in even more caring
adules into the lives of metro Detroit youth.

BFKS is the largest annual fundraising event for BBBSMD.

Funds raised go directly toward matching children ready
to be assigned with carefully screened volunteer
Big Brothers or Big Sisters.

KIDS’ SAKE

Bowlers put together
teams of 5-6 people, collect donations, and have a
complimentary bowling party by enjoying a few hours of
fun bowling along with prizes compliments of BBBSMD.
BFKS is a great way for participants to have fun, serve the
community and receive positive exposure throughout the
metro Detroit area.

Congratulations Corporate Winners

Gold Medalists:
Queen of the Hill: Michele Samuels
(Blue Cross Blue Shield of Michigan, Blue Care Network)

King of the Hill: Steven Wagner
(AAA Michigan)
Silver Medalists:
DTE & Strategic Staffing Solutions (S3)

Bronze Medalists:
HAP & BASF

Congratulations To Our Individual Winners
Gold Medal & Defending Champion:
Eva Meharry (MARSH Inc.)

Silver Medalist:
David Grenville (Bank of America)

Bronze Medalists:
Steven Wade
(Blue Cross Blue Shield of Michigan, Blue Care Network)

Patrick Tomina (w3r)
Tonia Garrett (HAP)

Congratulations to our world-class BFKS winners!

Know that your pledges help support kids who may live right down the street, on your block, or in your neighborhood.
Call to Action: We have bowling scheduled for the fall of 2008. Call for more information 248-569-0600, ext. 227.







